Death due to thyroid metastases from renal cell carcinoma.
Renal cell carcinoma is a tumour that is well recognized to metastasize widely and to behave in an unpredictable manner. We report a patient with a renal cell carcinoma that metastasized to the thyroid and resulted in death from associated respiratory compromise. The clinical features of cancers metastasizing to the thyroid are discussed and the apparent over-representation of renal cell carcinoma in symptomatic thyroid metastases is highlighted. The uncertainty about whether metastases arise more frequently in pre-existing abnormal thyroid glands is also reviewed.